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STCW Rating Forming Part of an Engineering Watch 
(Table A-III/4 of the STCW Code) 

 
Note: Training Info Bulletin 2-01 is amended and updated by 

Revision One of February 2003 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW) 1995 requires that mariners 
who are part of an engineering watch be trained and assessed in their competencies to perform 
their duties and that they hold an STCW form endorsed as a Rating Forming Part of an 
Engineering Watch (RFPEW).  Until the mariner is in possession of the STCW endorsement, he 
or she may not be assigned engineering watchstanding duties except in an observer or supervised 
training status (i.e., an extra member of the watch).   

 
For the mariners, this means additional training and time accounting requirements.    
 
Application 
 
The regulation requires all ratings forming part of an engineering watch on seagoing vessels 
powered by main propulsion machinery of 750 kilowatts (kW) (1,000 horsepower [HP] or more) 
to meet STCW standards. 
 
This information bulletin provides guidance for entry-level engineering ratings to qualify for 
a STCW certification as a rating forming part of an engine room watch in a manned 
engine room or designated to perform duties in a periodically unmanned engine room. 
 
 
Methods to Acquire the RFPEW Endorsement  
 
There is only one currently available method to get a STCW Rating Forming Part of an 
Engineering Watch endorsement.  This method requires: 
   

• Six months of approved (by the United States Coast Guard (USCG)) sea going service 
that includes training and experience; and  

• the candidate must meet the standard of competence in Table A-III/4.  
 
The most important element of the first bullet is that for the purposes of this endorsement, the 
USCG is counting days as “…an eight-hour day under training carrying out the duties associated 
with engine room watchkeeping functions and involving the performance of duties carried out 
under the direct supervision of a qualified engineer…”.  Because many vessels no longer have 
manned engine rooms, experience with engine room maintenance may be substituted for watch 
keeping experience.  At least two-thirds of the required seagoing service must have been 
performed on a steam vessel or the STCW certification will be limited to motor vessels only.  
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The second bullet requires the candidate to meet the standard of competence by successfully 
demonstrating their skills to a ship’s officer who is an approved assessor.  The candidate must 
submit evidence that says he or she has passed the practical demonstration of skill in the 
competencies of the table.  
 
There is a provision for a special Coast Guard approved training course, which could reduce the 
amount of sea time required to qualify for the RFPEW endorsement.  As of the date of this 
Information Bulletin, no suitable approved training courses are available.  MSC mariners will 
follow the method described above and must complete the six months of service under 
instruction.  In the event training courses become available, we will reassess our approach.   
 
MSC Training Program 
 
As previously noted, engine room watchstanding mariners are required to be RFPEW endorsed.  
In the six-month period of experience and shipboard training, the candidate is an “extra” member 
of the watch.  
 
Each candidate will be issued MSC’s approved Rating Forming Part of an Engineering Watch -
Work & Record Book.  This book will include the following: 
 

USCG Policy • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

STCW-95 requirements 
MSC Training Information Bulletin 2-01 
Assessor’s Manual 
Candidate’s worksheet guides 
Shipboard Practical Assessment Worksheet 
Watchstanding logs 
Chief Engineer’s certification 
Completion instructions 

 
Sea Time Requirement 
 
The USCG defines sea time as “…an eight-hour day under training carrying out the duties 
associated with engine room watchkeeping functions and involving the performance of duties  
carried out under the direct supervision of a qualified engineer…”.  These watches may be stood 
in port or underway.   A simple sea service letter as done in the past will not meet this 
requirement.   Contained in the Rating Forming Part of an Engineering Watch - Work & Record 
Book is the Watchstanding logs.  The Second Assistant Engineer or higher (as required by 
USCG) will have to sign off on each watch a candidate stands.   
 
The candidate must complete: 
 

Three-hundred and sixty (360) watches contained in the Work & Record Book (equivalent 
to 6 months of watches; two watches per day). 
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Physical/Medical Requirements 
 
A candidate in this program must be in current compliance with MSC physical schedules and 
must be in compliance with 46CFR Subpart 12.15 as regards to eyesight, color vision, and 
hearing.  
 
Shipboard Instructors & Assessors 
 
1. Instructors for shipboard on-the-job training: No special training requirements.  The 

personnel serving in these functions are the ships’ officers.  
  
2. Assessors for shipboard practical assessments: Ships’ officers - MSC will utilize ships’ 

officers to conduct the shipboard assessment and they are required to have guidance. The 
guidance consists of how to conduct an assessment, conditions under which the assessment 
can be conducted, how to explain to the candidate what is expected of him or her, and how to 
use the assessment criteria in evaluating the practical demonstration.  This is in the form of 
written directions to the ship's officers (a manual is provided in the Rating Forming Part of 
an Engineering Watch - Work & Record Book.).  

 
For MSC, the assessor will: 
 

• Be a licensed engineering officer serving as the ship’s Second Assistant Engineer or 
higher; and  

• have received the required approved guidance in conducting assessments 
 

Shipboard Practical Assessments 
 
Practical shipboard assessments are required.  In the MSC program, the mariner will complete a 
minimum of six months at sea as an observer/trainee, with the “final” exam being the assessment 
by a shipboard assessor.  Assessments will be conducted over a period of time, as the candidate 
becomes competent in the various tasks.    
 
A typical shipboard assessment sequence is:   
 
a. The candidate would prepare for the assessment by using the Candidate’s Worksheet Guides. 
b. The assessor (ship’s officer; 2/AE or higher) would prepare for the assessment by reviewing 

the Assessor’s Manual and the Shipboard Practical Assessment Worksheet 
c. The Assessor would provide instructions to the candidate 
d. The assessment would be conducted and the assessor observes the candidate’s performance 
e. The ship’s officer would debrief the candidate and sign off the Shipboard Practical 

Assessment. By signing, the assessing officer attests that he/she has witnessed the actual 
demonstration(s) of the competency by the mariner and that the mariner has adequately 
demonstrated the competency.  If the mariner did not satisfactorily complete all elements of 
the assessment, the assessor will discuss with the mariner those areas where improvement is 
needed and develop a plan leading toward reassessment. 
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Completion Requirements 
 
The following information in the Rating Forming Part of an Engineering Watch - Work & 
Record Book needs to be completed. 
 

Six months (360 watches) of engine room watch time as recorded in the Watchstanding 
Log Book  

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

All thirty seven (37) Shipboard Practical Assessment Worksheets completed and signed 
The Chief Engineer’s certification (this states the Rating Forming Part of an Engineering 
Watch - Work & Record Book is complete and ready to be turned in for approval to the 
APMC) 
Application for Merchant Mariner Document (MMD), License, or Certificate of Registry 
(Form CG-719B) 
Two passport sized photos 
Certified copies of STCW Basic Safety Training course certificates 
Copy (front and back) of mariner’s MMD 
Authorization to release information  

 
The ship and mariner will send the Rating Forming Part of an Engineering Watch - Work & 
Record Book along with any additional required documentation to the Training Division of the 
APMC.  Instructions on additional documentation will be provided in the Work & Record book.  
It is recommended that the mariner retains a certified copy of the Shipboard Practical 
Assessment Worksheets and the Watchstanding Log Book in the event the originals get lost.  
 
MSC (APMC) will issue a certificate of completion of the required training and sea service for 
the RFPEW endorsement to the mariner and send a certified copy along with the additional 
documentation to the USCG REC requesting the RFPEW endorsement on the STCW 95 
certificate.  The original certificate will be sent to the individual mariner. 
  
If all is in order, the USCG REC will issue the STCW Certificate containing the RFPEW 
endorsement. 
 
Additional Information on the USCG Requirements 
 
Check with the local USCG Regional Examination Center.  Another source is the USCG Internet 
site: 

http://www.uscg.mil/STCW/m-pers.htm  
 

Your APMC Point of Contact for STCW Rating Forming Part of an Engineering Watch is Jerry 
Abrams, gerald.abrams@msceast.navy.mil,  (757) 417-4230, DSN 537-4230.  The mailing address is: 
 
   MSC Afloat Personnel Management Center 
   Attn:  Training – RFPEW 
   P.O. Box 120 
   Virginia Beach, VA  23458-0120 
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